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The Open letter to Pope Francis

Benedicamus Domino!

Your Holiness,

We were so happy to hear that you would visit Korea. We beseech you to listen
closely to our suffering before serving Mass at Gwanghwamun Square in your
visit. Though some of us here are not Catholic, we all believe in God who always

answer our prayer when we ask for him in persecution and disadvantage.

Some of us lost our beloved family members. We learned that Jesus, my
shepherd never gives up searching for one lost lamb. We lost our loved children,
parents, brothers and sisters, each of whom, created in God's image, was most
valuable. The trip with friends or family members became their last journey in
this world. We still do not know why the ferry where our beloved ones were on
board sank and why none of them was rescued. Bereaved family members lost
their appetite, even their will to eat. Almost four months have passed since their
deep sorrow took away their daily routines of eating and sleeping. Every day,
they get weaker and weaker. The people in power only try to hide truth and
force us to remain silent. This country is overwhelmed with blunt injustice,
arresting and suppressing those who lament for their neighbors. Your Holiness,

please help us in suffering with my Lord's justice in heaven.

Some of us have disabilities. Every day, we are dying one by one. While there
must be no discrimination among children of God, here on the earth, we are
subjected to ratings according to man-made rules. Some of us were left without
any means to have appropriate help from activity assistant, due to this arbitrary
disability rating. Some of us were burned to death as they were not able to
escape the fire by themselves. Some of us chose death. It is not because we do
not know the sanctity of life. As for soma of us, the life here is no more than
death, and the only way to live like a decent human being is to choose death,

they ended up committing the worst sin in terms of how churches see it. Those



who rate people with disabilities do not hesitate to discriminate people with
disabilities and people without disabilities, and furthermore, to rate among people
without disabilities. Holy Father, please teach them the practical love of our

Jesus Christ who never stops loving us.

Some of us lost jobs. Speculative capital and greed big companies occupying
high-rising buildings in the Gwangwhamoon area have indiscriminately gobbled up
the weak from the middle-aged men who strived to feed their family to young
female workers who merely began to stand on their own feet. They have tried to
destroy labour unions, hard-organized by workers' united efforts on the basis of
"The principle of Solidarity’. Today, tech workers who have been engaged in
installing, transmitting, and repairing cable TVs and internet services, downed
tools and have been staging a sit—in protest in the scorching heat for days. Your
Holiness, please help us. Please offer your hand of mercy to be with us

desperately struggling in the street when there seems to be no hope at all.

Holy Father, please cry with us here together. Please cry for those we lost and
for our suffering which will be over only when there is no more to come next.
Please come here and pray for us together. Please pray for us and protect us
from being swept off from the square under the name of preparing your Mass
here. Please come to us. Please pray for us to my Lord to console our grief
which we can never be indurated and forgive poor us who know no other way
than coming out onto the streets and who hardly let go of lasting anger towards
those who drove us out.

May the Peace of Christ go with us and Your Holiness.

5 August 2014

Joint letter from the Gwanghwamoon Square sit-in protesters including those
who are committed to remembering and addressing the Sewol ferry incident,

people with disabilities, and cable TV industry workers
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Press Conference
W3 e fZ lEt Al

Pope Francis, ‘Come Down to a Low Place!’

2014 $HFU ALs BA FNRA 9 .
ZFojQle - Aol W4 WATE xEA 54 71AI2

Host: People’ s Committee for the Sewol Ferry Tragedy, The Disabled, The Poor,
The subcontract workers of Cable TV

0 2014.8.5(3) &4 11:00 A4 F3E3HA2)
Tuesday August 5 at 11:00am
Gwanghwamun Square
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